THE    CITY   GOVERNMENT    OF   MOSCOW
directors of the local schools and pays their wages, but
it must submit the names of teachers and directors to
the education department of Mossoviet for approval.
Inefficiency on the part of the districts in any field can be
reported to the presidium of Mossoviet; while any savings of
money or resources effected by economies or efficiency in
a. district enure to the benefit of the district soviet.
The general tendency is towards the decentralization of
functions on to the districts rather than in the opposite
direction- For example, the work of house decoration and
beautification was handed back to them recently after having
been centralized for six months.
The general rule is that all the districts must be accorded
similar treatment by the Moscow soviet. It is worth noting
that there is no machinery, either in the way of an associa-
tion, a joint standing committee (similar to that of the metro-
politan borough councils in London) or even combined
sessions, for the purpose of enabling the whole mass of
districts to formulate common demands or to defend common
"interests." Hence there is in Moscow an entire absence of
the narrow parochialism, the debilitating conflict between
the large city council and the district authority, which has
been the bane of London for decades. Rivalry and hostility
do not exist between Mossoviet and the district Soviets; or
if they exist, they are kept under strict control by the over-
riding authority of Mossoviet,
On questions of principle, it may safely be said, there axe
no conflicts between the districts and the city soviet. But in
practice difficulties are bound to arise and many problems
require adjustment. Where a disagreement occurs between
a district and a department of the city, the matter goes in
the first instance to the presidium of Mossoviet, which is
said to be not in the least biased in favour of its own officials.
The chairman of a district soviet told me that the presidium,
on the contrary, tends to favour the district Soviets. In the
somewhat unlikely event of a district being dissatisfied with
an adverse decision by the presidium it would lay the matter
before the plenum of Mossoviet. This is the only meeting-
ground for all district interests throughout the capital. It is
also the place where the interests of the whole city find their
fullest expression.
A good illustration of the attitude of the highest authorities
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